[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  September 28 – October 30, 2010
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot
by Stephen Adly Guirgis (Jesus Hopped the A-Train, Our Lady of 121st Street) 
Directed by Artistic Director, Brian Katz (Red Light Winter)
At The Gough Street Playhouse (formerly The Next Stage)
1620 Gough Street (at Bush), San Francisco 
Previews September 24-25 (8pm), 26 (7pm); Opens September 28th (8pm); 
Runs September 30 - October 30; Thurs.-Sat. 8pm; Sun. 7pm 

DESCRIPTION:
“Mr. Guirgis (is) a playwright to reckon with ... a fierce and questing mind that refuses to settle for glib answers, a gift for identifying with life's losers and an unforced eloquence that finds the poetry in lowdown street talk.”  –Ben Brantley, New York Times
In a time-bending, history-warping meditation on the meaning of forgiveness, Stephen Adly Guirgis’ The Last Days of Judas Iscariot is both equally comic and dramatic, as the bible’s most infamous sinner is put on trial for his crimes.  Set in Hope, a corner of downtown Purgatory where “it don’t smell too good,” Judas is tried by a Civil War deserter, prosecuted by a horny Egyptian-American lawyer, and defended by an angry Irish/Gypsy battered woman, and everyone who was anyone will be called to the stand including Mother Teresa, Sigmund Freud, a host of saints and sinners and, of course, the Prince of Darkness himself.
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot is like no other play - a funny, absurd, and completely modern new testament for our day and age.
Guirgis’ tome is directed by Custom Made Artistic Director, Brian Katz, who helmed last season’s hit Bay Area Premiere of Adam Rapp’s Red Light Winter.  Of this script, Katz says it “is an obvious fit for Custom Made.  We love plays that exist everywhere and nowhere, that question our beliefs, and take a hard look at our preconceptions of everyday truths.  With Judas, we are investigating the most hated character in history, but also the one we also know the least about.  He is the base excuse for most of the anti-Semitism in Christian Europe, and therefore 
America, but this isn’t all that drew me to this story.  Rather, it is the question of forgiveness.  How can any society claim that forgiveness is love, but then cast away its least and lowest into prisons, both real and existential?”
Judas is also a highly comical script, which uses everyday street language to bring biblical Saints and historical characters, such as Pontius Pilate, to life.  For example, Saint Monica has what might be called a shocking vocabulary, while claiming that her “ass gets results.”  By employing humor and urban language, Guirgis brilliantly brings questions of theology into everyday life.  Yes, it might cause us to do a double-take when Saint Thomas calls Judas “a dick,” but we immediately understand the meaning, and can associate it in our own world.
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot also begins Custom Made’s season-long collaboration with The Jewish Theatre’s Sarah Pykitt and Shay Henley, who will be responsible for set and scenic design.  Judas will feature a multi-level set surrounded by stadium seating, with trap-walls and an industrial look and feel.  Characters will appear from unexpected places, and the audience will quickly realize that they are, in fact, the jury.  Costumes are by Scarlett Kellum, who recently costumed Second Wind’s Lady in Black, and will be a hodgepodge of biblical, modern, and everything in-between.  
 
Starring in The Last Day of Judas Iscariot is a who’s-who of the small San Francisco theatre scene, led by veteran actor Richard Ryan (Judge Littlefield/Caiaphas), exceptional comic vet Ben Ortega (El Fayoumy), and company members Richard Wenzel (Satan), Brandy Leggett (Gloria, Mother Teresa), AJ Davenport (Henrietta Iscariot), just off her turn as Sister Mary, and Perry Aliado (Matthias), who also serves as production dramaturge.  They are joined by Custom Made vets Stuart Hall (Pontius Pilate), Catz Forsman (Freud, St. Thomas), and Charles Lewis III (Jesus).  New to Custom Made are Amelia Avila (Mary Magdalene), Michael Kelly (Bailiff, Simon the Zealot), Kristoffer Barrera (Judas), Edith Reiner (Cunningham) and Corinne Proctor (St. Monica), who returns to the world of Guirgis after her turn in SF Playhouse’s Den of Thieves.   Rounding out the cast is Artistic Director, Brian Katz, who will cameo as the jury foreman, Butch Honeywell.  	Comment by Leah Abrams: Could you double-check the spelling of this boy?  Thanks!
WHO: 
Directed by Brian Katz*; Set Design by Sarah Phykitt*; Stage Management by Abra Kent; Costume Design by Scarlett Kellum;  Lighting Design by Jacqueline Steager; Props by Shay Henley*; Dramaturgy by Perry Aliado*
With: Perry Aliado*, Amelia Avila, Kristoffer Barrera, Lewis Campbell, AJ Davenport*, Catz Forsman, Stuart Hall, Brian Katz*, Michael Kelly, Brandy Leggett*, Charles Lewis III, Ben Ortega, Corinne Proctor, Edith Reiner  and Richard Wenzel*
*Denotes Custom Made company member.

WHERE: 
The Gough Street Playhouse (formerly The Next Stage), attached to the historic Trinity Church, 1620 Gough Street (at Bush), San Francisco
DATES / TIMES / TICKET INFO: 
Previews September 24-25 (8pm), 26 (7pm); Opens September 28th (8pm); Runs Sept. 30 – Oct. 30, Thurs.-Sat. 8pm ; Sun. 7pm.
Ticket Price Range: $20-$30; Previews $10-$20	Comment by Leah Abrams: Shouldn’t this now be $20 - $30?  Are previews still same?
TICKET INFORMATION:   
 For tickets go to  CustomMade.org/judas .  Questions can be answered at info@custommade.org or by calling 510.207.5774
The Custom Made Theatre Company is now the primary company at The Gough Street Playhouse (formerly the Next Stage) for 2010/11 - its 12th Season of high-quality theatrical productions.  Custom Made’s mission is to produce plays that awaken our social conscience, focusing on the strength of the ensemble and creating an intimate theatrical experience. 
Contact: Brian Katz
510.776.6773
bkatz@custommade.org 

