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Harry Chapin’s Cotton Patch Gospel:
A bluegrass, progressive holiday musical for people of all faiths.
Music/Lyrics by Harry Chapin
Book by Tom Key and Russell Treyz
Press Night is Tuesday, November 24th 8pm
 (note: all CMTC shows this season will have Tuesday openings!)
Previews Nov 20, 21 (8pm) 22 (7pm); Runs Nov 27th-Dec 19th Thurs-Sat 8pm; Sun 7pm
Marilyn Langbehn (Willow’s Spelling Bee) directs; Edward Hightower (Max Bialystock in The Producers) stars in this one-man-with-a-band show;
Rona Siddiqui (Critic’s Circle nominated for Custom Made’s A New Brain) musical directs 
Katie Kimball, Erika Richardson and Rona Siddiqui are featured on vocals. 

DESCRIPTION:
Just in time for the holidays, Custom Made proudly brings legendary Harry Chapin’s (“Taxi”, “Cat’s in the Cradle”) “Cotton Patch Gospel” to the Next Stage (attached to the historic Trinity Church).  “Cotton Patch” is a progressive and musically joyous look at the Jesus story through a very modern lens.  Using 26 songs, one amazing actor, three gorgeous singers, and a bluegrass band, “Cotton Patch Gospel” is for everyone who wonders if the peace and love promised by the gospels is possible in a world gone digital and corrupt. In the end, “Cotton Patch” asks a simple question in Harry Chapin’s lyrics:
If a man tried
To take his time on earth
And prove before he died
What one man's life could be worth:
I wonder what would happen to this world?
Cotton Patch Gospel premiered at the Lamb's Theater in New York City on October 21, 1981. Written by Tom Key and Russell Treyz, and with music and lyrics by Harry Chapin, Cotton Patch Gospel adapted Clarence Jordan's "Cotton Patch" versions of the gospels of Matthew and John for the stage. Though less widely known than the other gospel musicals of its era (Godspell and Jesus Christ, Superstar), Cotton Patch Gospel is an underappreciated gem of musical theater. 
Between 1968 and 1973, Dr. Clarence Jordan, a Southern Baptist minister, published four books where he translated the New Testament into colloquial Southern language. These "Cotton Patch" versions were brought to the attention of Tom Key, an Atlanta actor and playwright, when he was contemplating a play that would transplant the story of Jesus into the mid-20th century American South. In “Cotton Patch” Jesus Davidson was born in the town of Gainesville, Georgia, and was laid in an apple crate. He was baptized in the Chattahoochee River, he preached to a crowd of thousands on Stone Mountain, and he met his end in Atlanta. In between, he encounters followers, cynics, and an institutionalized, conservative Church that rejects his simple message of love and human compassion.
With Jordan's versions as his source material, Key, together with Russell Treyz, wrote the book for the stage play. The music for the production was written and composed by the legendary Harry Chapin, in what would eventually prove to be his final musical work. In all, Chapin produced 26 songs for the show, many of them in a bluegrass style befitting the play's setting. Chapin finished his contribution in June 1981, and was unexpectedly killed in an automobile accident on July 16, 1981.   
Custom Made produced Chapin’s song-cycle “Lies and Legends” earlier this decade, and is thrilled to be showcasing again one of the greatest artists of the late 20th century, who left us far too early. 
Edward Hightower (narrator) is an actor, playwright, wit, raconteur, amateur paranormal investigator, singer, sometime dancer, folklorist and masked vigilante of marked charm and ability.  Previously for Custom Made, Edward played John Wilkes Booth in Stephen Sondheim and John Weidman's Assassins.  A sample platter of his recent theatrical work in the SF Bay Area: CTA/Crossroads’ She Loves Me (Kodaly), CCT of San Leandro's Picasso ... (Einstein),  The Willows' On Golden Pond (Bill Ray), 42nd Street Moon’s It’s … Superman! (Max Mencken), Solano College Theatre (Max Bialystock, The Producers; Freddy/Philip, Noises Off; Frog, A Year With Frog & Toad), TheatreWorks, Berkeley Repertory Theatre.  Edward’s regional credits include PCPA (Carl-Magnus, A Little Night Music; Bill Sykes, Oliver!) and Idaho Falls Arts Centre (Fagin, Oliver!).  Local film projects include Brandon Hunt's The Duty of Living (www.thedutyofliving.com), George Retelas' Cold Cuts and Me So Lonely, Mark-David Hosale's An Uncommon Affair at Tooting Bec Common, Jesse Cortez's Nashtastic, and Jason Ryder's The Garden Perfect and The Couple.  (Feeling blue? Need some nougat? www.youtube.com/joygoggles will bring you hours of puerile delight.)    Edward traded his soul for a B.F.A. from The Boston Conservatory.
WHERE: 
The Next Stage,  attached to the historic Trinity Church, 1620 Gough Street (at Bush), San Francisco
DATES / TIMES / TICKET INFO: 
Previews begin Friday, November 20th  at 8PM.  Opens Tuesday, November 24th  ,  8pm.  Plays Thurs-Sat 8pm; Sunday 7pm until December 19th. No show Thursday, November 26th (Happy Thanksgiving!)
Ticket Price Range: $18-$28; Preview $10-$20
TICKET INFORMATION:   
 For more information go to CustomMade.org or call 1-800-838-3006
The Custom Made Theatre Co. is moving to the Next Stage for its 11th Season of high-quality theatrical productions during 2009-2010.  Custom Made’s mission is to producing plays that awaken our social conscience, focusing on the strength of the ensemble and creating an intimate theatrical experience. 

Contact: Alan Kline
Custom Made Marketing Associate
510.685.4526
akline@custommade.org 
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