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CUSTOM MADE THEATRE PRESENTS THE PREMIERE OF 
Candide of California or, 
Optimism
Based on the novella by Voltaire
Adapted and directed by Brian Katz

San Francisco— In this best of all possible golden states, in this best of all possible worlds, lived a young man named Candide who was sure everything that happened was for the best.  After all, his guru, Dr. Pangloss told him so, and he certainly had no reason to doubt it. Candide was surrounded by wealth and power; he lived a charmed life. There was only one small problem: he was a bastard, and he was in love with the Lt. Governor’s daughter.  

So begins this epic tale that will take Candide and friends from California to Pakistan to Argentina and to a strange place called El Dorado (where it is chillier than you might think and is in danger of melting away).  Along his path, he will battle Evangelicals, Mujahidin, Governors with Exceptional Mustaches and mythical creatures, pausing long enough to talk a little philosophy and look for a meaning in this crazy, upside-down world.
Candide of California or, Optimism begins performances May 13th and runs through June 4that The Gough Street Playhouse. 
This World Premiere adaptation originated in the 2008 San Francisco Fringe Festival (as Candide or, Optimism, Part I) where it met with great audience acclaim, receiving all 4 and 5 star reviews.  Presented with seven actors playing dozens of characters, this version of Candide begins in Northern California but, much like Voltaire’s masterpiece, Candide doesn’t sit still for long.  Within the first ten minutes of the play, he is booted out of paradise, finds himself in the army, and then fighting in a foreign land.  However, no matter what horrible things happen to him and the people he loves, Candide relies on his mentor’s advice, and tries to find a way to see this as “the best of all possible worlds,” where everything must happen for a reason.  All he cares about is finding his way home, so he can be reunited with his beloved. 

Of course, the rest of the world has a slightly different, less optimistic outlook, and Candide finds himself encountering the fanatical, the crooked, the lustful, and just about every other deadly sin you can think of during his journey in this modern world.  He even stumbles upon a lost utopia, and sees there might be a better way to live, but his heart still yearns to get back to the woman he is sure is waiting for him.

Candide will return to the place he began, but with a new outlook on life.  He still searches for answers, but knows that, in the end, all people can do is be content with their little piece of the Earth or, as he says in Voltaire’s immortal words, “we must tend our garden.”

Voltaire’s tome is one of the funniest, most biting, sarcastic, and un-politically correct books of all time.  It was written as a response to Leibnitz’s “Optimistic” philosophy which states that since God made the world, and God is perfect, the world must be perfect.  Voltaire takes this idea to the extreme, and puts his characters through trials so horrible that they are Monty Python-like hysterical, showing how this philosophy can be extremely dangerous when used to excuse any evil as being good because it is simply natural.   Voltaire was horrified by this philosophy, used to keep populations in check by the unenlightened and powerful, and wrote Candide as a comic response. 

Custom Made Artistic Director Brian Katz’s modernization is loyal to Voltaire’s tone and style, while bringing the story to modern locales to show how nothing has really changed.  In so doing, the politics and famous names (now long forgotten) of Voltaire’s France are removed, and replaced with our own times.  This removes a barrier from the text, allows pop references for humor (much as Voltaire did), and engages the audience to see Candide in their own best of all possible worlds.

Starring as Candide, and making his Custom Made debut, is Matthew Gunnison, veteran of the independent San Francisco theatre scene and such companies as Killing My Lobster and Thunderbird Theater.  Joining him are Custom Made company members AJ Davenport (BATCC nominee for Durang Me!), Richard Wenzel (The Last Days of Judas Iscariot), Jessica Rudhom (The Love Song of J. Robert Oppenheimer) and Stefin Collins (The Diary of Anne Frank.)  Tavis Kammet (Durang Me!) returns to the Custom Made stage as Dr. Pangloss, and finally, we are proud to introduce Custom Made audiences to Caitlin Dissenger as Cunegonda.
The mutli-platform, patchwork curtained set is designed by Shay Henley (Custom Made Technical Director), costumes are by Scarlett Kellum (The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell), and Lighting Design is by Brendan Aanes (Splading Gray.)  Custom Made Executive Director Leah Abrams serves as Asst. Director, and Dramaturgy is by Perry Aliado.

“Candide of California” is a fast-paced, scatological, ensemble-based modernization that proves Voltaire's sarcastic, bitterly dark, hysterically funny novella is more than timeless; it is, in fact, about our very here and now.  

 CALENDAR LISTING

WHAT: Voltaire’s Candide, one of the most beloved books of all time, is modernized in this fast-paced and  funny adaptation that was a hit in the San Francisco Fringe Festival.  Candide of California brings this classic story to right here in Northern California, by way of Kabul and Buenos Aires, and with a short stop-over in El Dorado.  A seven-actor ensemble plays dozens of characters to tell this timeless tale of Optimism, lost love, and the search for the best of all possible worlds. Custom Made Artistic Director, Brian Katz, directs and adapts Voltaire’s tale for our time. 

WHEN: Previews Friday – Saturday, May 13 – 14, 8pm.  Press Night/ Opening: Tuesday, May 17, 8pm. Runs Thursday – Saturday at 8PM, through June 4th. 


WHERE: 1620 Gough St. (at Bush)  San Francisco, CA  
TICKET PRICES:  Previews (May 13 & 14) $10-$20. Regular performances $20-$28. Online reservations highly recommended. 
For more information go to  www.custommade.org 
Tickets at www.custommade.org/tickets  

The Custom Made Theatre Company, in its 12th season of high-quality theatrical productions, is the managing company of the Gough Street Playhouse (formerly the Next Stage).  Custom Made’s mission is to produce plays that awaken our social conscience, focusing on the strength of the ensemble and creating an intimate theatrical experience. 
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