[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  March 26 – May 1, 2010
The Diary of Anne Frank
Custom Made presents Wendy Kesselman’s modern adaptation of the classic play.
Press Night is Tuesday, March 30th at 8pm; press RSVP to bkatz@custommade.org

Previews March , 26-27 (8pm) 28 (7pm); Opens March 30th (8pm); 
Runs April 1  - May 1; Thurs-Sat 8pm; Sun 7pm 

Highlights:
1. Intimate staging, in a unique thrust, which will have audiences feeling like they are in the infamous attic with the Frank family.   
1. Newly adapted script that does not shy away from Anne’s adolescence, Judaism or the realities of a life in hiding.
1. Staring Bay Area veteran actresses Scarlett Hepworth (Doubt) and Monica Cappuccini (Three Tall Women), and introducing Julia Belanoff as Anne. 

DESCRIPTION:
"Wendy Kesselman's rewrite of Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett's 1955 Pulitzer prize-winning The Diary of Anne Frank should be seen by everyone, whether they saw the original or not, whether they're sixteen or seventy." - Curtain Up Reviews
"This new interpretation never relaxes its awareness of the hostile world beyond the attic that was the Franks' sanctuary and prison for two claustrophobic years, nor of the religious identity that made them a quarry... (this new adaptation contains) a gripping immediacy." - The New York Times
Wendy Kesselman's dynamic new adaptation of The Diary of Anne Frank (original play by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett, based on the book "Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl") gives us an Anne who is overflowing with adolescent life.  
Upon his death, Anne's father, Otto, released the previously unpublished portions of his daughter's diary.  Here, we are finally presented an Anne we can recognize as ourselves - defiant, passionate, curious, and determined.  The new adaptation fearlessly addresses the realities of the Holocaust and a life in hiding.
This unique production stars some of the Bay Area’s best small theatre actors including Scarlett Hepworth (just off her staring turn in “Doubt”), Monica Cappuccini (“Three Tall Women”), Fred Pitts (“The Heidi Chronices”), and Cats Forsman (“One Flew Over the Coo-coo’s Nest” at SF Playhouse.)  The set is also a leading character in the production. Designed by Multi-Ethic Theatre Artistic Director, Lewis Campell, this muti-level playing space makes the story beyond intimate, as half the audience will actually cross through the annex bedrooms to get to their seats.  From there, each side of the thrust will have a unique vantage point, making them feel more in the world of the play than simply observing it.
Directed by Custom Made Executive Director, Leah S. Abrams.

With:  Julia Belanoff, Monica Cappuccini, Stefin Collins *, Catz Forsman, Scarlett Hepworth, Andrew McBeth, Fred Pitts, Kelly Rinehart, Fuchsia Spring, and Richard Wenzel *
Notable biographies:
Julia Belanoff (Anne Frank), 14, is honored to make her debut performance with Custom Made Theatre Company, in the role of the inspirational Anne Frank. Some of her favorite previous roles include Mary Lennox in The Secret Garden (Coastal Repertory Theatre), Margie in Landscape of the Body (SF Playhouse), Judy in I'm Still Standing (ACT Young Conservatory) Emily in Our Town (Stagedoor Manor), and Belle in Beauty and the Beast (CSUS).
Scarlett Hepworth (Edith Frank) is delighted to be making her Custom Made debut. She most recently appeared in the critically acclaimed production of Doubt at New Conservatory, in the role of Sister Aloysius, following the hit musical Call Me Madam at 42nd Street Moon last fall. Since moving to the Bay Area from the Pacific Northwest in 2004, Scarlett has worked with Berkeley Rep, CalShakes, Crossroads, 42nd Street Moon, NCTC, Shotgun Players, Willows, Woman's Will, and Town Hall Theatre of Lafayette, for whom she was awarded a "best actress" Shellie Award in 2007 for her performance in Wit.  Scarlett holds a master's degree in music composition, and studied composition of opera with composer Carlisle Floyd.  She has a private vocal music studio at her home in Oakland (www.SingWithScarlett.com), where she lives with her partner of nearly 18 years, noted theater director Marilyn Langbehn.

Monica Cappuccini (Auguste Van Daan) has appeared recently as Tess in “Bermuda Avenue Triangle’ at Hillbarn Theatre, Lady Bracknell in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ at Broadway West, as B in  ‘Three Tall Women’ at the Pear Avenue Theatre, as Claire in ‘A Delicate Balance’ and Natasha in ‘Rough Crossing’ at Dragon Productions. She spent a very special year as an ensemble member of Golden Thread Production’s ‘Fairy Tale Players’. This is her debut at Custom Made Theatre.

Fred Pitts (Otto Frank) is happy to be performing with Custom Made again. Favorite roles include La Fleche in The Miser, Peter Patrone in The Heidi Chronicles, Styles/Bantu in Fugard's Sizwe Bansi is Dead, Felix in The Odd Couple. He has also performed with Ross Valley Players, Berkeley Rep, Aurora Theater, San Jose Stage Co., and other Bay Area theaters.
Leah S. Abrams (Director) is the co-founder and executive director of Custom Made.  For the company, she has directed multiple Beckett workshops, The Odd Couple, Dodo for President, and Two Rooms.  She co-directed Putting It Together and The Water Engine.  Acting credits include The Heidi Chronicles, A Delicate Balance, and A New Brain. 
Stage Management:  Alan Kline *
Set Design:  Lewis Campbell *
Assistant Director:  Elizabeth Creely
Lighting Design:  Marci Ring *
Costume Design:  Bessie Delucchi
Sound Design:  Matt Payne
* indicates Custom Made company member

WHERE: 
The Next Stage, attached to the historic Trinity Church, 1620 Gough Street (at Bush), San Francisco
DATES / TIMES / TICKET INFO: 
Previews March 26-27 (8pm) 28 (7pm); Opens March 30th (8pm); Runs April 1 – May 1 Thurs-Sat 8pm ; Sun 7pm.
Ticket Price Range: $18-$28; Preview $10-$20
TICKET INFORMATION:   
 For more information go to CustomMade.org or call 1-800-838-3006
The Custom Made Theatre Co. is moving to the Next Stage for its 11th Season of high-quality theatrical productions during 2009-2010.  Custom Made’s mission is to producing plays that awaken our social conscience, focusing on the strength of the ensemble and creating an intimate theatrical experience. 
Contact: Brian Katz
510.776.6773
bkatz@custommade.org 

