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The Custom Made Theatre Co. presents Orchards,  adaptations of Chekhov short stories by our greatest playwrights!  This is Custom Made’s 10th anniversary production!  
Press Nights is Thursday, October 2nd, 8pm
Orchards by Anton Chekhov
Adapted by David Mamet, Wendy Wasserstein, John Guare, Spalding Grey, Maria Irene Fornes, Michael Weller and featuring Bay Area playwright Scott Munson’s The Pet Dog with the Lady
Directed by Leah S. Abrams, Gabriel Grilli, Christopher Jenkins, Brian Katz and Gabriel A. Ross
Starring Leah S. Abrams, Alex Alexander, Perry Aliado,  Stefin Collins, AJ Davenport, Giana DeGeiso, Cats Forsman, Charles Lewis III, Gabriel A. Ross, Jessica Rudholm and  Richard Wenzel,  
See what happens when America’s greatest playwrights, ranging from comic  to absurdist to monologist, were asked to adapt Anton Chekhov’s greatest short stories into a night of theatre.  We get Orchards, an eclectic, funny, sad and altogether brilliant evening of short plays.

Wendy Wasserstein brings us The Man Inside a Case, perhaps the most “Chekhovian” piece of the evening.  Set in the 1890s, it is the story of the improbably match of a free-spirited, progressive 30-year old woman who we learn is to be engaged to the town’s Greek and Latin profession, a man so secure he wears galoshes every day just in case of rain.  
David Mamet’s Vint takes place deep in the offices of a Soviet-like bureaucracy.  The commandant finds all his subordinates whispering and tossing around dossier files.  He bursts in, expecting to find treason, but soon learns they were simply playing cards – with his wife as the Queen of Spades!

John Guare’s The Talking Dog transports Chekhov’s sleds to a couple hand gliding over the Catskills.  At first hesitant, then excited about the new adventure, the younger lover things she hears something like “I love you” as she descends to earth.  Was it real?  Was it her imagination?  Or was it something more sinister? 
Local playwright Scott Munson’s The Pet Dog with the Lady  was first produced by Custom Made for the B.O.A Festival two years ago.  Scott’s adaptation is faithful to the story, with one major change – the dog now serves as narrator and he has a lot to say!  Woof!

Maria Irene Fornes’s heartbreaking Drowning is the most absurd piece of the evening.  Set in a café somewhere in Europe, strange creatures inhabit mankind-like emotions, but they do not seem to be human.  Still, loss, fear and existential longing prove to be as universal as ever.
Finally, Spalding Grey’s Rivkala’s Ring takes us through the evening, as seven actors perform this train-of-thought story about Hollywood, drowned rats in swimming pools, tryptophan and “what happened the morning the Chekhov story arrived in the mail.”
WHEN:          Sept 29 – Oct 25, 2008; previews Sept 29, 30 Oct 1; opens Thurs Oct 2, 8pm; then Wed, Thurs., Fri., and Sat. nights at 8:00 p.m. 
WHERE:       The Custom Stage @ Off-Market, 965 Mission St. (between 5th & 6th; one
block from Powell BART), San Francisco.

TICKETS:      $25 general; $15 Seniors/Students/TBA Members.  Visit www.custommade.org or call 1-800-838-3006. 
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